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PRESIDENT 


RUSK: 




MCNAMARA 


formal i and finalize what our steps should be 
f retire” e« hU with the leadership and to consider 
l;;!:/- haven't considered anti. now. 

[Rusk will summarize] now. 

Role of Communist China -- she is mut UN 

CrUiCi7 l! ! ,t S NVN t . “XSng hecalse the two 
to wipe Russia and China — were at Buchares 

rlppetrsthly o^r fears a^ a^r^naUdJrontar.^ 
not ^realized. 

£ /We can't consider tins 

because we have no response A our pleas. 

[Summarize e tocwe^Uieir control over 

NVN incr ^ 3e ° rC ^re disrupting lines of communications. 

*si“ !iv™ .«••• - — 

SVN army. 

--65,000 regular _ vC 

Over 1/2 of all Army choppers are there 

500 aircraft / Navy-Air Force/ are there 

xrf' ennirol we need to Increase US 
“7/ e ^ rC On Jun^lb we announced *15 Battalions and 75,000 men 

[An additional .3 battalions and 50.000 men must be announced] 


-39- 


(con't. McNamara) 

J | [Commander, have a.ked tor more and we will probably have 

3M 1° grant. 

Wo Ml have 12 5,000 men there.J 
9 1 (Either call up reserves or Increase draft.J 

(Recounting on map situation concerning surface-to-air 
missiles) 

46 planes took on target. --3 shot down. 

2nd mission of 8 planes --one shot down. 

LODGE: Senate kept ..king .boot ratio of men. Will It cost u. 

many men and much money. 

MCNAMARA: We can't as.ign any .peclflc measurement to aircraft 

and choppers. 


WHEELER: 


LODGE: 


PRESIDENT : 


i*o #r 


Air powe r throws doubt on usua l ratio ofJ0_r-.k.. J™ / ’ 

is 1 - l we ire holding ^ou^own^ug^o k 

?ht^. ^reuS r nVan will g temtee tide, in my judgment. < 

It should be made clear to the Senator, that 10-1 ratio l. 

obsolete. . 

26% of the population is controlled by the VC. 

f r °Z%aVbr^fuie enemy to his knees by using our SAC 

~ ’ an<1 other AF. I don’t think our citizens would want.us 

to do it - though some do. 

2. Another group think. w« ought to pack up and go home. 

Don't think too many of our people want u. to do this. 

Ike. Kennedy and I have given commitment. 

3 Could stay there a. we are - .offer con.eq»«nce. and 
continue to loae territory and casualties. Tou woul 
want your boy to be out there and crying for help and not 

4. Go 1 to Congress and ask for great sums ofmoney, callup 
reserves and increase draft. To on war footing - declare 
a state of emergency. There’s a gooddeal 
that oueht to be done. We have considered this. U we 
make Und war, then NVN would go to its friends -China 
and Russia- and ask them to give help. They would b * 
forced Into Increasing aid. For that reason I dun t wan o 
he dramatic and eause tension. 1 think we can get our people 
to suniH.rt us without hnvlna to be nrovocatlvc. 




(con'l. President) 

5 . 


"\ • ; — -*• 
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Givc to commanders the men they say they nec<l -- out 
of forces in this country. Get such money as we need and 
must have. Use transfer authority to get money we need 
until .Tamiary. 

Say to Thieu: You and your military help us there and make 
what gains we can. Meanwhile, we will explore ways to find 

peace* 

We will deplete much of our forces he re - can’t do it for long 
if we are challenged on another front. 


Decision narrows down in my mrnd to #4 and #5. 

t 

RUSK: You used depletion - is that right? 

MCNAMARA: No, it is a reduction, not full depletion. 


PRESIDENT: 


We draw on forces we would choose not to draw on. If 
Russia, England, etc. wouldn't get all excited about calling 
up reserves, I would do it right now. 

But this is something we will decide with the leadership. 


